Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 95
Number 3 Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume
95, Number 3

Article 7

2016

Book Reviews
Florida Historical Society
membership@myfloridahistory.org

Part of the American Studies Commons, and the United States History Commons

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
Society, Florida Historical (2016) "Book Reviews," Florida Historical Quarterly: Vol. 95: No. 3, Article 7.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss3/7

Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and
Florida Pioneer. By Antonio Rafael de la Cova. (Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, 2016. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. Pp. ix, 336. $44.00 cloth.)

Pursuing opportunity across an ever expanding frontier was a
central feature of the American experience from the earliest days
of colonial development through the latter part of the 19 th century.
Whether it was the early migrations to the Connecticut River Valley
and the Virginia interior, the fertile lands of the Old Northwest,
or California for the Gold Rush, there always existed Americansas well as immigrants seeking opportunity in America- who ran
great risks seeking personal fortune in the vast unknown that
stretched before them to the west. In the years preceding the Civil
War, western expansion became more politically contentious than
ever before as the question of introducing slavery into new areas
caused unprecedented political division between Northerners and
Southerners-division that ultimately resulted in a mini-civil war
of sorts between them in Kansas. Moreover, the idea of expansion,
bolstered by notions of Manifest Destiny and fueled by the efforts
of some Southerners seeking to extend slavery's reach, also came
to include parts of the Caribbean Basin-most notably, Cuba and
Nicaragua. In his work, Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer, Antonio de la Cova traces the life
of a remarkable figure who found himself in the thick of the fighting in Kansas, as a filibuster in Cuba and Nicaragua, and later as a
mining entrepreneur in Arizona. De la Cova's subject, Henry Titus,
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would subsequently play an important role on a less violent and
controversial-although no less important-19L11 century frontier:
Florida.
De la Cova sets readers on a genuine 19Lh century adventure,
perched all the while on the shoulders of the controversial Henry
Titus. Descended from New England stock that had arrived in
America in the 1630s, Titus was born in 1822 near Trenton, New
Jersey, and spent his youth on the move as his family pursued economic opportunity across New York and Pennsylvania. Despite
his northern pedigree, Titus relocated to the South, where he
emerged as an energetic defender of the region's interests in the
years before the outbreak of the Civil War. As a Kansas settler, he
became notorious among Free-Staters for his role in the sacking of
Lawrence, among other actions (real and imagined) against abolitionists during the period of "Bleeding Kansas." It was as a member
of the Kansas Territorial Militia that he was awarded the rank of
colonel. His time in Bleeding Kansas occurred between the two
events that marked his career in filibustering: first, in the ill-fated
Narciso Lopez invasion of Cuba in 1850 and, in 1857, as the head of
a military expedition in support of William Walker's failed efforts
in Nicaragua. After briefly returning to Kansas, where he engaged
in an electoral fraud scheme on behalf of the pro-slavery cause,
he tried his hand at striking it rich mining in Arizona, an effort
brought to an abrupt end by the incessant attacks of Native Americans. A magnet for attention, Titus earned the everlasting enmity
of northerners, becoming, in de la Cova's words, "the archenemy
of the abolitionists and the bete noire of the northern press" (3) .
Conversely, he won the admiration of proslavery southern newspapers, which "glorified his exploits and justified or ignored his
blunders" (3). Across the course of an itinerant life marked by
risk-taking, fortune seeking, and close brushes with certain death,
Titus worked at various occupations and owned multiple types of
businesses.
After sitting out the Civil War-although not above profiting
from it- permanent success finally came for Titus in Florida, to
which he had been connected since the early 1850s and where he
had married into one of the state's leading families. As a pioneer
entrepreneur and the founder of Titusville, he made his fortune,
achieved respectability, and cemented his legacy. The prosperous
Titusville grew decades later to be the "tourist gateway" city to the
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Kennedy Space Center, a launching point for-perhaps ironically-the final and infinite frontier.
De la Cova does a masterful job presenting the life of this
intriguing, but severely flawed, figure. His accomplishment is all
the more impressive when one considers that, according to the
introduction, "few Titus manuscripts have survived, and fewer than
a dozen of his letters were published in newspapers" (3). Consequently, de la Cova had to rely mostly on exhaustive research
through "hundreds of contemporary newspaper accounts, memoirs, private correspondence, property records, and archival material," which he quotes extensively throughout the work (3). His
research is enhanced by his personal journeys along much of the
path taken by Titus throughout his lifetime, travels that included some remote locations in both the United States and Central
America.. De la Cova, moreover, clearly has a solid grasp of 19 th
century United States regional history, the fighting in Bleeding
Kansas, and the military history of the Latin American filibustering
expeditions. His keen knowledge in all these areas allows him to
frame Titus's life in the historical and social context of the period
with astonishing precision.
The extensive references to a wide range of sources, considerable inclusion of quotes, and abundant layers of detail, while
perhaps a bit heavy on occasion, in the end serve to strengthen
this riveting and extremely well-researched history. Best of all, de la
Cova paints a complete picture of Henry Titus without straying into
wild speculation. He keeps his tightly written narrative anchored in
hard facts and, by doing so, also avoids sanctimoniously condemning his subject or devotedly writing his hagiography, as biographers
sometimes have a tendency to do. There is, in fact, enough information in the wealth of judiciously presented material for readers to draw a number of their own conclusions about Henry Titus.
And while readers' judgements may vary on certain aspects of the
colonel's character, most would probably concur on a few points:
that he was an aggressive risk taker, a quick-tempered brawler, an
unabashed opportunist, an insufferable egoist, a foul-mouthed ruffian, a graceful loser, a magnetic storyteller, a devoted family man,
an imaginative entrepreneur, and a most creative founder. De la
Cova's ability to reconcile the diverse (and often contradictory) 19 th
century sources about Titus, along with his ability to make these
sources flow smoothly in an objective and rich narrative, is proof
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of his great talent as a historian and clearly make this outstanding
work a major contribution to 19 th century United States history.
Victor Andres Triay

Middlesex Community College (Connecticut)

The Market Preparation of Carolina Rice: An lllustrated History of
Innovations in the Lowcountry Rice Kingdom. By Richard D.
Porcher, Jr. and William R. Judd.
(Columbia: University
of South Carolina Press, 2014.
Illustrations, preface,
acknowledgements, appendices, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xxiv, 408. $59.95 cloth.)
Lowcountry rice scholarship has created an extensive debate
during the past thirteen years. Judith Carney' Black Rice: The African Origins of Rice Cultivation in the Americas (2001) and a subsequent retort and roundtable discussion featured in the American
Historical Review (2007, 2010) have exposed the contested interpretations of African and European contributions to the plantation enterprise. Despite this ongoing academic debate, very little
research has described the market preparation of rice in the South
Carolina Lowcountry. Richard D. Porcher,Jr. and William R.Judd,
in their book The Market Preparation of Carolina Rice: An Illustrated
History of Innovations in the Lowcountry Rice Kingdom, have gone to
great lengths to document this overlooked aspect of the rice industry based on extensive field and archival research.
Despite the title's scope, The Market Preparation of Carolina Rice
provides a sweeping overview of the cultivation process from the
seventeenth century to the twentieth century. The first three chapters form the biological, cultural, and economic foundations of the
South Carolina rice industry, represented in a brief history of African and Asian rice cultivation, origins of the grain in South Carolina, and the resulting plantation system.
The heart of the book, as the title reveals, is an extensive history of the preparation of the grain for market, seen in the threshing, winnowing, and milling of the crop. Each topical chapter
documents how the process transformed from the use of hand in
the sickle, flail, mortar, and pestle to highly industrial processes of
steam powered threshing machines and cleaning mills.
Porcher and Judd's narrative brings several important aspects
to the history of Lowcountry rice cultivation. First, their research
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brings to light a critical aspect of the previously overlooked rice
industry. The Market Preparation of Carolina Rice displays a complex
assemblage of African and European technologies that planters
streamlined through the advancement of the industrial revolution. A majority of earlier scholarship documents the origins of the
industry and the political, economic, and cultural contributions to
the plantation South. To these scholars, the market preparation
is a side note that is a necessary topic to complete a story. Porcher and Judd argue differently, stating that one cannot properly
understand the role that Carolina rice played in the South without
knowing how it was prepared for market. Second, Porcher and
Judd show how subtle variations in design improved, or at least
altered, the efficiency of processing rice. Mechanization of threshing machines and steam-powered mills took on various designs,
similar to the general narrative of the early industrial revolution,
which increased output and profits. In making this connection,
the authors link the improvements in market preparation with
the evolution of rice cultivation. For example, Porcher and Judd
argue that the increasing rice output from tidal irrigation placed
more pressure on planters developing more efficient milling systems. Tying together the rich descriptions of these devices are the
well-illustrated images by Judd. His technical drawings recreate
much of the preparation process previously unavailable in historical documentation.
Porcher and Judd's contribution to Lowcountry rice scholarship sheds new light on African-American technological contributions and the role that the antebellum South played in larger
industrial developments. The Market Preparation of Carolina Rice discusses how African American knowledge of rice culture evolved in
relation to technological advancements. Whereas previous scholarship has documented slave contributions to rice cultivation and
early forms of processing (sweetgrass winnowing fans, for example), Porcher and Judd discuss how antebellum Lowcountry slaves
became highly adept at maintaining and repairing steam-powered
mechanization. Enslaved engineers had as much knowledge and
skill as their freed New England counterparts, yet maintained
and repaired machinery in isolated and rural environments. The
emphasis of mechanization in the South also counters traditional
historical interpretation that the region lacked the inventiveness,
intellect, and industrial resourcefulness. Porcher and Judd's extensive display of patented machines either inventing or improving
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rice harvesting and milling sheds light that Charleston became a
hub for foundries and iron works active during the antebellum
period.
Despite the extensive documentation of rice culture and the
market preparation of rice, the authors' effort to explain this history leaves the reader wanting more analysis in several topics. The
authors make a clear connection to the advancements in Lowcountry milling with the early British industrial revolution, yet little
information exists in the book to properly connect the technology
transfer. On the most basic level, how and what was the connection between planters and industry as seen through industrialized
products? Did industrialization of the Lowcountry rice plantations
contribute to Britain's rise in industry, documented in the Caribbean sugar industry? Also, for readers of Florida history, the book
does not properly document the industry along the St.John's River
floodplain. While noted in the introduction that the scope centers
on the South Carolina Lowcountry, the book can provide a platform for more in-depth research in Florida.
Overall, The Market Preparation of Carolina Rice is a comprehensive guide to plantation rice culture and related mechanization. More primary source than interpretive analysis, this volume
is an invaluable tool for plantation studies, technology and culture,
and general audiences interested in the intricate creation of the
built Lowcountry environment.
Hayden R. Smith

College of Charleston

The Rebel Yell: A Cultural History. By Craig A. Warren. (Tuscaloosa:

University of Alabama Press, 2014.
Acknowledgements,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xx, 201. $34.95
cloth.)
Literary scholar Craig Warren traces the origins and especially
the long strange postwar career of the legendary screech of the
Confederate soldier, and the result is a fascinating book. "Perhaps
no element of Confederate military lore has received less formal
and sustained attention" than the Rebel Yell, Warren claims, and
he may very well be right (xiii). There are good reasons. Partly
this scholarly neglect stems from the admitted difficulty in taking
"grown men wailing in falsetto" seriously (xiv). Partly, it stems from

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss3/7

6

Society: Book Reviews
BOOK REVIEWS

433

the "myth" that the Rebel Yell is a "lost artifact" that died with the
Confederacy or, at best, with the last Confederate veteran (xiv) .
But it also speaks to the very real difficulties that a spontaneous,
wordless, atonal, unrecorded (at least at the time) noise poses for
historians. Warren's work, beyond telling the intriguing story of
the Rebel Yell from the Civil War to the present, is also an exploration of how such a study can be pursued, how deeply sources can
be probed, and just how far interpretation can be plausibly pushed.
Mention of the Rebel Yell appeared in many contexts, but rarely
was it the subject of sustained analysis. Of necessity, Warren must
stitch together anecdotes and passing references drawn from a
multitude of historical, literary, and popular culture sources. Warren's research is impressive, leaving, it seems, no stone unturned,
in his attempt to fix, formalize, and analyze "an utterly informal
and irregular phenomenon" (xvi) .
The book is organized chronologically, beginning with the
Rebel Yell's first utterance during the Civil War. Warren examines
the Yell's different wartime uses and effects, both on and off the
battlefield, as well as its many conflicting attributed roots, be they
animal, Native American, or southern. Warren observes that unlike
other consciously-constructed Confederate cultural products, the
Rebel Yell "erupted organically" and bore "no known lineage connecting it to the northern populace" (2). It was truly and authentically southern, and Confederates "never found a more unique,
naked symbol of Confederate unity and defiance" (2).
Warren's story really takes off, however, with the Yell's second
life as it was appropriated by ever-widening constituencies after
the war. What Warren finds most remarkable is the Rebel Yell's
continual flexibility of meaning and ownership. While at first the
exclusive property of Confederate veterans, the eerie battle cry
would again ring out during the Spanish-American War, though
now in the service of the Union and now raised not solely by white
southern voices. But the Rebel Yell's real future lay in the civilian, not the military, sphere. What began as a war cry, after the
war became an assertion of white southern identity and later still a
more general expression of American individualism and democracy. While its defiance remained, the Rebel Yell's connection to the
Confederate cause became increasingly distant as it evolved from
a southern into an American into a worldwide cultural icon. By
the late 20 th century, the Rebel Yell had largely shed its southern
associations entirely. It was no longer even a sound, but rather an
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international brand, perfect for whiskies, roller coasters, and Billy
Idol albums, "an inclusive, beloved anthem of youthful independence and good-natured rebellion" (123).
Warren strenuously rejects the notion that there ever was any
one "true" Rebel Yell and he passionately debunks the "myth" that
it has ever been lost. To do so, he provides what is essentially a historiography of the Rebel Yell demonstrating why certain depictions
of the screech were popular at certain times and for certain political reasons. The "Myth of the Lost Rebel Yell" - the idea that it
occurred only on the Civil War battlefield and could never be recreated - was originally voiced by some Confederate veterans unhappy
with the Yell's postwar appropriation by others, but it grew into a
widely accepted view held by academics and lay readers alike. As
for who is responsible for the dissemination of this myth, Warren
identifies many culprits, but none bigger than Shelby Foote, who,
with disarming charm, lamented that the Yell like so many southern traditions had been "totally lost" (109). Warren speculates that
Foote's consignment of the Rebel Yell to the distant past was the
result of his "paradoxical desire to at once mourn the passing of
the Old South and to eagerly declare it lost forever" (ll0) . Such
an understanding, Warren argues, is reductive and not in keeping
with the view of most Confederate veterans who understood their
yell to be "an utterly informal phenomenon," conveying different
meanings at different times and within different contexts (ll3).
In light of their own "relaxed manner" in viewing and using their
Yell, Warren maintains that "it is only sensible to accept postwar
yelling as authentic, part of the natural evolution of an intrinsically
complex vocal phenomenon" (113).
There are readily acknowledged parallels between this book
and John Coski's The Confederate Battle Flag: America's Most Embattled
Emblem (2005), but there are telling differences as well. While long
since eclipsed by the flag, the Rebel Yell, Warren contends, was perhaps "the most important and popular symbol of white southern
identity" from 1865 to 1948 (ll4). Although generally forgotten,
the Rebel Yell was heard during the white southern fight against
desegregation, but it was the flag that carried far more symbolic
weight. The explanation for the flag's ascendance and Yell's fading lay in the very nature of the Yell itself, which while "a bona fide
cultural icon" always remained "an invisible one" (113) The Confederate flag was stable, recognizable, and reproducible - fitting
easily into office corners and on label pins. The Yell, by contrast,
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was unpredictable and ephemeral. It was this invisibility, however,
that allowed the Rebel Yell ultimately to shed its racist image and
become a symbol of far more generally acceptable values: "individualism, pride, patriotism, defiance in the face of tyranny, and
a fun-loving, hell-raising spirit" (133). One might argue that this
lack of fixity also limited the Rebel Yell's power, but there is little
doubt that Warren has thoroughly explored just how much a wordless sound can say.
Michael T. Bernath

University of Miami

Challenges on the Emmaus Road: Episcopal Bishops Confront
Slavery, Civil War, and Emancipation. By T. Felder Dorn.
(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2013. Preface,
acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xvi, 472. $49.95 cloth.)
T. Felder Dorn has embarked on an ambitious project: a study
of Episcopal bishops during the sectional crisis of the nineteenth
century. The original manuscript for Challenges on the Emmaus Road
exceeded 1,400 pages and required extensive editing. The finished
product lacks a narrative flow and reads like a series of encyclopedia articles covering such topics as the views of the bishops toward
slavery, ecclesiastical questions regarding political secession, the
wartime episcopates, postwar reconciliation, and the emancipation
of slaves. The Episcopal laity and clergy are not part of this study.
Dorn shows that the Episcopal bishops were largely silent on
the issue of slavery, hoping to preserve denominational unity by
deferring "political and societal issues ... to the civic authorities"
(88). Prior to the war, the majority of Northern bishops refused to
condemn slavery as morally or religiously wrong. Each Southern
diocese approached and achieved different results with respect to
the religious instruction of slaves. Bishop Stephen Elliott of Georgia
and Bishop Thomas Frederick Davis of South Carolina, for example, appointed missionaries to minister to plantation-based slaves,
whereas the prevailing practice in Virginia, under Bishop William
Meade, was to operate biracial congregations. A diocesan report
completed in 1860 found that the Episcopal Church in Virginia did
a poor job of ministering to blacks. Out of 491,000 slaves in Virginia, there were only 178 black baptisms and 22 confirmations in
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1860. Dom does a particularly good job of outlining the views and
work of Bishop Elliott, who preached to slaves and encouraged (or
challenged) masters to provide their slaves with religious instruction. Other Episcopal bishops endorsed the American Colonization Society.
Southern bishops responded to the national political crisis in
markedly different ways. Bishops James Hervy Otey (Tennessee),
Meade, and Thomas Atkinson (North Carolina) expressed "serious
reservations" about secession and Bishop Nicholas Hamner Cobb
(Alabama) "remained committed to the Union until his death"
(96). On the other hand, bishops Leonidas Polk (Louisiana),
Elliott, and Francis Huger Rutledge (Florida) voiced strong support
for separation. Once it became clear that peaceable secession was
no longer an option and the North would preserve the Union by
force of arms, the Southern bishops formed the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America. Dom covers the
new denomination's inaugural convention held in Montgomery,
Alabama, in July 1861. When the Northern bishops (and border
state bishops) met at the 1862 triennial convention, they avoided a
collective statement on slavery. However, there was a great deal of
"disappointment" over the Southern bishops' decision to withdraw
from the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States and the
Northern bishops clearly expressed their desire to see the defeat of
the Confederacy.
During the course of the war, bishops John Henry Hopkins
(New York) and Henry Benjamin Whipple (Minnesota) drew considerable attention for their actions and positions. Hopkins published Biblical View of Slavery in 1861. In the pamphlet, he clearly
stated that the Bible sanctioned slavery and suggested that slavery produced a civilizing effect on blacks. Moreover, he claimed
that neither the forms of slave punishment practiced in the South
nor the separation of slave families was inhumane. Hopkins was
attacked most aggressively by Bishop Alonzo Potter (Pennsylvania). Potter bluntly charged that Hopkins' apology for slavery was
"unworthy of a servant of Jesus Christ" (290). In response to the
Sioux uprising in Minnesota in the summer of 1862, Whipple published several letters criticizing U.S Indian policy in general and
the Department of Indian Affairs in particular. He met personally
with President Abraham Lincoln and urged him to overhaul the
entire administrative system for Indian affairs. Although Whipple
sympathized with the white victims of the uprising, he attributed
past injustices to the Indians as the primary cause of the widespread
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violence, a position that ran contrary to the prevailing public sentiment in Minnesota.
The desire for denominational unity that animated the Episcopal bishops before the war prevailed again following the defeat of
the Confederacy. The author addresses several potential problems
and explains how denominational reconciliation was ultimately
accomplished. The reunited denomination committed scarce
resources to the Protestant Episcopal Freedman's Commission to
provide both religious and secular education to former slaves. By
April 1868, there were 21 sites in 8 states staffed by 60 teachers. The
Freedman's Commission was folded into the Domestic Committee
of the Board of Missions in 1877. Dorn concludes the book with
a brisk aftermath report on several key bishops and their dioceses.
This book succeeds as an institutional history of the Episcopal
Church. Aside from the profiles of numerous bishops, Dorn has
assern bled some valuable statistical data on the dioceses of Virginia,
North Carolina, and South Carolina. The author's best work is his
discussions of the Episcopal bishops and the slavery question, and
on all topics he devotes equal attention to Northern and Southern bishops. This book will appeal primarily to those interested in
Episcopal history and American religious history, more generally.
Glenn Robins

Georgia Southwestern State University

Stinking Stones and Rocks of Gold: Phosphate, Fertilizer, and
Indushialization in Postbellum South Carolina. By Shepherd
W. McKinley. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2014.
Acknowledgements, notes, bibliography, illustrations, index.
Pp. xii, 219. $69.95 cloth.)
In recent decades, a new generation of historians of the postbellum South has at once greatly enriched- and perforce complicated-our understanding of the region in the decades after the
Civil War. As a result, master narratives about the period have
been challenged, old questions- relating, for example, to continuity and change, the origins of the "New South," and the purported establishment and operations of a "colonial economy" in the
region-have been reframed, and formulaic concepts such as the
agricultural ladder rendered more nuanced. Fascinating new lines
of research have opened up, ranging from the environmental history of the region in the late nineteenth century, to infra politics, to
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the underground economy, and hitherto under-researched topics
at long last have attracted scholarly attention.
Shepherd W. McKinley treats one such topic-South Carolina's phosphate/ fertilizer complex-in his impressive new book
Stinking Stones and Rocks of Gold. Moreover, in so doing, he makes
important critical interventions in ongoing debates on questions
relating to all of the other areas mentioned above. Immediately
upon publication, McKinley's deeply researched case study became
the standard work on the subject, no mean accomplishment for
any author in his or her first book.
Until now, most historians hoping to get some sense of the subject have relied on Tom W. Shick and Don H. Doyle's pioneering
1985 article ("The South Carolina Phosphate Boom and the Stillbirth of the New South, 1867-1920") in the South Carolina Historical
Magazine. For all its virtues, that piece was intended not so much
as a comprehensive history of the phosphate and fertilizer industries of South Carolina qua industries, but as a vehicle through
which the authors could explore issues relating to entrepreneurship in Charleston and the low country more generally. McKinley's
central purpose is otherwise. He wishes first and foremost to trace
the origins, trajectory, workings, and long-term developmental
effects and implications of the two industries, a wish he fulfills in
an exhausting manner.
The South Carolina phosphate/ fertilizer complex was begat
in the years just after the Civil War-the years between 1867 to 1870
were crucial to both-but both industries involved in the complex
must be viewed in the broader context of agricultural reform in the
nineteenth-century South. During the antebellum period southern proponents of reform had promoted-albeit to little effectsoil replenishment via fertilizers such as lime, marl, and guano.
However, the jarring economic effects of war and emancipation
profoundly changed what one might call the structure of opportunity both in South Carolina and other parts of the South. With
the demise of slavery, southern agriculturalists of all types began
to focus on getting more value out of their land. This shift, which
Gavin Wright, speaking with regard to former slaveholders, has
famously called the shift in orientation from being "laborlords" to
"landlords," meant that interest in "reform," or at least in fertilizers, rose significantly in the postbellum period.
Both agricultural reformers and natural scientists had long
known that certain coastal areas of South Carolina boasted
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significant phosphate deposits. With the shift in the structure of
opportunity after the war, a cohort of scientifically-minded agricultural entrepreneurs-including, most notably, Francis S. Holmes,
Nathaniel A. Pratt, Charles U . Shepard, Sr., and St. Julien Ravenel-began assiduously to locate, assay, and commercialize the
richest of said deposits for use as fertilizers.
In Stinking Stones and Rocks of Gold, McKinley reconstructs in
meticulous detail the histories of both the phosphate and fertilizer
industries in the South Carolina low country, making careful distinctions-important distinctions often overlooked-between the
land-mining and river-mining of phosphates, and differentiating
the trajectories of both from that of the fertilizer industry, which
lasted much longer. Indeed, regarding this last point, many readers will be surprised to learn that "Charleston led the world in fertilizer production for several years before and after World War One
and remained a major fertilizer producer into the 1960s" (163).
As impressive as said acts of reconstruction is the author's panoramic approach, which provides readers with something akin to a
360-degree look-McKinley describes the approach more linearly
and modestly as "top-down and bottom-up" (30)-at the phosphate/
fertilizer complex. More specifically, Stinking Stones and Rocks of
Gold is at once a deft melding of business history and labor history,
with more than a little agricultural, economic, political, and environmental history blended into the mix.
The principal takeaways from this dense study will vary from
reader to reader, depending on interest and specialization. This
reviewer was particularly struck by the findings in the sections dealing with the largely African-American labor force involved in the
complex-the high wages paid to workers was especially noteworthy
to me-and by the author's robust arguments about both the vigor
of entrepreneurship in postwar Charleston (and other parts of the
low country) as well as the generally positive impact of the complex on the region's economic fortunes. If the phosphate/ fertilizer
complex was ultimately unable by itself to lead to long-term development, it seems wrong to characterize the complex as "stillborn"
and its economic and social effects as evanescent. Stinking Stones
and Rocks of Gold is not always the easiest read-the details contained
therein are sometimes overwhelming-but the study marks the auspicious debut of a formidable talent in the field of southern history.
Peter A. Coclanis
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Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the
Civil War. By Anthony J. Stanonis. (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 2014. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xi, 288. $24.95 paper.)
Where a reader might expect to find mostly kitsch mermaid
pageants and beach blanket hijinks, Stanonis delivers a compelling history that does touch on such details but more often delves
into the serious history of coastal community development over
the course of more than a century. Hopping the coastline from
Virginia Beach all the way to the Texas gulf, Faith in Bikinis traces
how southern coastal use evolved after the Civil War as the timber
industry and railroads expanded to the coasts and fostered greater
access from the interior, and how coastal residences morphed from
a few seasonal, regional vacation homes to year-round tourism sites
with appeals to regional, national, and international travelers.
Stanosis' well written study is organized non-chronologically
for the most part-and effectively so. Instead of simply tracing the
history of the region through the Reconstruction onward, he finds
key focal points around which to explore the ripple effects across
generations. For example, the first chapter focuses on various facets of development, including real estate speculation, economic
policies, political machinations, and architectural styles found in
various communities, with the ensuing decades forming a sort of
constellation around each theme at hand. Such an approach allows
for a broadly woven and thorough study that includes such topics
as labor and class issues (both in the industrial and service sectors);
insect-borne health epidemics and natural disasters; advertising
and marketing trends; transportation infrastructure; sports, gambling, and drinking; religion; local industries outside of tourism;
natural resources industries like timber and petroleum; race and
ethnicity; gender; and the role of military bases in the region during various war- and peace-times. There is likely a topic of interest
for almost anyone who reads this book, though the intended audience seems to be primarily scholarly.
While many towns and coastal resorts are mentioned, the study
returns often to five famous spots with historical significance: Virginia Beach, Virginia; Myrtle Beach, South Carolina; Panama City,
Florida; Biloxi-Gulfport, Mississippi; and Galveston, Texas. Florida
appears throughout the study as a trendsetter, troubleshooter, and
testing ground for many of the developments in this history. For
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example, the author cites Florida as a role model for other coastal communities in their approaches to land management/ development and Chamber of Commerce tactics. Lake Okeechobee
(along with Galveston) becomes a touchstone in understanding
the historic effects and responses to hurricanes. And Panama City
becomes the case study for teenage spring break culture. Throughout the study Stanosis also consistently attends to the relationships
between the coastal communities and their inland neighbors,
examining both the ways the iconic South influenced such ideas
as racial integration and social mores regarding exposure of the
human body on the beach, while also demonstrating the often surprising ways in which coastal culture forged its own ways in many
of these arenas.
Well researched, the study draws from fifteen regional archives
and dozens of print sources, and includes a variety of primary and
secondary source materials, such as historical census and economic data, ethnographies, print journalism archives, and literature.
Cited materials include everything from small local newspapers to
Life magazine, Chamber of Commerce reports to federal legislation. Most notable are the individual perspectives from regional
travel diaries about tourism experiences, travel diaries collected by
the author himself and donated to Loyola University's library for
use by other scholars and writers.
This is not really an argument driven work so much as a careful
and detailed synthesis. The preface describes the book's aim as one
of "exploring the coastal areas' broader influence on the American South" and deepening readers' "understanding of the Sunbelt"
(6-7). In its thoroughness and encompassing of many perspectives,
the book succeeds. Of special significance is the work it does to
complicate our understanding of race relations in the South. The
author delivers evidence of the predictable Jim Crow limitation on
social and employment opportunities, yet he also does much to
challenge the status quo view of the South. For example, Stanonis
effectively documents the diversity built in to the coastline from the
beginnings of resort development, from African American beach
communities formed in the late nineteenth and early twentiethcenturies, when the coastal areas were less desirable vacation spots
and land was affordable to freedmen and their descendants for
settlement. He traces various ethnic groups who have settled in
the coastal regions and influenced the cultures there, from colonial Spanish holdovers to later Mexican immigrant groups, to the
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Greek, Syrian, Vietnamese, Italian, and Eastern European immigrant influxes drawn by economic opportunity and contributing
to local economies and cultures in a variety of ways. Unfortunately,
there is almost no consideration of how these groups and various
land development initiatives may have influenced the native American Indian populations, and Indian issues come into play only in
the discussion of the development of casinos. Still, the study does
offer useful perspectives on coastal cultural diversity throughout,
not just in the chapter focused on race and the cultural politics of
tanning. Of particular interest is the documentation of the Civil
Rights era "wade-ins" at public beaches, a lesser-known piece of
that era's activism that deserves notice among the recent national
public recognitions of major Civil Rights events' 5ou anniversaries.
The book would benefit from a bit more connection to relevant contemporary events and issues, as most archival information
comes up to the early 1980s. In the chapter on the environment of
the coastline, the author does make a useful connection to Hurricane Katrina in 2005, yet does not make similar important connections to the offshore rig disaster and British Petroleum spill in
2010-an event that would have been well set up in the chapter's
treatment of the burgeoning offshore oil development and its
effects on coastal economies. While each of these major disasters
provides fodder for whole books themselves, this fascinating historical study seemed to beg for more such connections, since Stanonis
documents so well how the coastal communities came to be those
we know now.
1

Tracy Floreani

Oklahoma City University

George Merrick, Son of the South Wind: Visionary Creator of Coral
Gables. By Arva Moore Parks. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgments, figures, illustrations,
bibliography, notes, index. Pp. xviii, 410. $31.95 cloth.)

It used to be that visitor to the Florida section of a small public
library might find a couple of volumes that emphasized the terms
of many forgotten governors of the state-perhaps in keeping
with the Victorian dictum that "history is past politics." In recent
decades there has been a change for the better with the addition of substantial new studies of Henry Flagler, Carl Fisher, John
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Ringling, Addison Mizner and others whose influence was considerable, though not particularly in the electoral sphere. Now add
to that shelf this book on George Merrick (1886-1942), one of the
behemoths of the colorful Florida land boom of the 1920s as the
developer of the tony Miami suburb of Coral Gables.
Arva Moore Parks emphasizes that Merrick was not just another run-of-the-mill developer of the type which the state has been
endlessly plagued, but rather a visionary and planner who both
scaled heights and plunged to depths but left behind something
that nearly a century later has lived up to some of the hyperbolic
sales pitch of the Roaring Twenties.
It took half of that century, after the collapse of the boom, for
disgusted investors to get over their hatred of those who led them
financially astray-and dislike for the architectural style and relics
that reminded them of that episode. There is, in the history of
all buildings, a danger period when they are no longer new and
exciting, but not yet recognized as valuable antiques. That is the
time when we are prone to lose things which should have been
retained as landmarks for the future. Parks lived through that era
in Coral Gables, and played an important role in staving off bulldozers. Now, with the happy confluence of her experience and the
Merrick family making available papers they saved (even at a time
when they could not save the family fortune), she has told a story
that is, by parts, interesting, tragic and inspirational- and will leave
the readers of the next generation in her debt.
The kings of the 1920s boom were modestly accepting of
the title "genius" (while the money lasted) and Merrick was not
immune to that modesty. The genealogical opening section of the
book shows that he included a minister, a snake-oil salesman, and
various real estate developers among his antecedents. One can see
strains of all of that in his career.
While he had the naturally greedy slogan "Where Coral Gables
Lies, Your Money Multiplies," it is also true that he paid attention
to the City Beautiful and Garden City movements of his youth, and
examined areas inspired by them, like Tuxedo Park and Forest Hills
Gardens in New York, and Winter Park, Florida's pioneer planned
community, where he had attended Rollins College. The book gives
a good description of the origins and details of Mediterranean Revival architecture- a name said to have been coined in Coral Gables.
Also of interest are the mentions of Merrick's experience in
developing what were called "colored subdivisions," reminding us
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of the linkage ofrace and real estate in the twentieth century-the
subject of N.D.B. Connolly's 2014 study A World More Concrete: Real
Estate and the Remaking ofJim Crow South Florida.
Part poet, part huckster, part pioneer, part victim of the demon
rum, Merrick was said to have been worth $75,000,000 at the height
of the boom (or height of the hype)-and later to have been saved
from the breadline by the $7,000 a year salary he was able to collect
in his last days as postmaster of Miami. He left an estate of only
$300.
And yet, he played an important role in launching long-continuing institutions like the University of Miami, the Historical
Association of Southern Florida, and Fairchild Tropical Garden.
As well, of course, as his founding one of not only the state's, or
the nation's, but perhaps the world's most desirable residential
communities.
Merrick's life is a cautionary tale. During his lifetime, his
dreams turned into nightmares. But then, in the long run, some
of his dreams came true.
One of the things that Parks made use of in the Merrick papers
were a series of short stories he wrote, heavily fact-based, that leads
one to wonder if they should be collected, annotated and published to see if perhaps he deserves a place in Florida literature as
well as Florida history.
David Nolan

St. Augustine, Florida

Hotel Ponce de Leon: The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of Ragler's Gilded
Age Palace. By Leslee F. Keys. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements, photographs, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xix, 269. $39.95 cloth.)
It is impossible to overestimate the impact of Henry Morrison
Flagler on today's Florida. Our population density hugging the
Atlantic coast was defined by Flagler's Florida East Coast Railway
tracks laid from Jacksonville in the 1880s and reaching the island
of Key West in 1912. In addition, the influence of Flagler's Hotel
Ponce de Leon reaches far and wide. Leslee Keys' book emerges
from her dissertation "Preserving the Legacy, The Hotel Ponce de
Leon and Flagler College," (PhD diss., University of Florida, 2013).
She relies on an extensive body of knowledge to detail the siting,
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design, finishes and construction of Hotel Ponce de Leon on filled
wetlands that once protected the colonial walled-town from inland
attack. Flagler's pioneering use of poured concrete, his choice of
young architects Carrere and Hastings, and a multitude of inventors and artisans defined a monumental creation to mark the grand
entrance of Flagler onto the Florida stage. Keys' attention to minute aspects, from 1880s design and construction to 1960s preservation successes, combine to make her work a valuable contribution.
Flagler's biographer, historian Tom Graham, explains the
53-year-old Flagler's passion. The Standard Oil tycoon was simply
"not willing to slip quietly into somnolent retirement." By the time
he reached Key West ab_o ard his own Overseas Railway for 1912
ceremonies, he was 82, lame, deaf and blind (Graham, The Awakening of St. Augustine, the Anderson Family and the Oldest City,
1821-1924, St. Augustine Historical Society, 1978.) And it all started in St. Augustine. Flagler's first wife, Mary Harkness, contracted
tuberculosis, bringing them initially to Jacksonville for her health.
When in 1883 he arrived in St. Augustine to honeymoon with his
second wife, Ida Alice, the little town had become the southernmost "watering hole" for the Eastern and Midwestern wealthy travelling elite. To the "ancient walled city" flocked industrialists each
winter seeking Florida's curative sunshine for their beloved invalids
amid the buzz of social and business interests among their peers.
Keys devotes a chapter to historic preservation in St. Augustine
and to preservation of the "The Ponce" as the centerpiece of Flagler College. Her introduction states, "Establishment of the college paralleled adoption of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966. The law set as policy what had been a limited social movement for more than a century" (1). But Congressional passage of
the Antiquities Act in 1906; the Historic Sites Act in 1935 authorizing (among other things) National Historic Landmark designation;
and establishment in 1916 of the National Park Service to manage
and protect cultural and natural resources constituted substantially
more than "a limited social movement." While Keys interestingly
details certain principles and events, a definitive chain reaction
with regard to the historic preservation context of the city where
"the Ponce" stands is worthy of detailed examination.
Keys delivers an encyclopedic recitation of facts not readily
apparent to today's millions who annually visit St Augustine . Flagler
strategically selected a Maria Sanchez wetlands site next to a citrus
grove owned by his friend and associate Dr. Andrew Anderson. On
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the east, the site lay adjacent to the confines of the 16th century
walled town. "The Ponce" would rise next to the pivotal site of the
seat of government for successive governors appointed over three
centuries by a succession of colonial Spanish and British crownstoday's Government House. Flagler built around that aura. Around
Government House ("Governor's palace" or "Governors house" in
1764) and flanking its north and south facades, Flagler constructed
cedar-paved carriage roads and a pedestrian promenade from the
hotel through a new fountained garden, along the colonial Governor's site, crossing the colonial Plaza to the Matanzas shoreline. In
doing so, he effectively continued preservation of the original town
grid and enhancement of the central colonial walled city whose
quaint charm he deliberately intended to market to the elite clientele for whom The Ponce was intended.
Flagler's hotel presumably influenced the 1933 WPA design of
the old Governor's site restoration and construction of a new wing
for a modern post office and federal offices. The design of the new
wing prominently featured Neo-classical entrances faced with Flagler's coral "keystone" from Flagler quarries at today's Windley Key
Fossil Reef Geological State Park at Islamorada. And like Flagler's
Ponce de Leon Hotel, this southern Neo-classical entrance fronted
on King Street.
Flagler's "great nephew and chosen successor, Lawrence Lewis
Jr." in 1965 became manager of the Florida East Coast Railway and
hotel companies (83). Lewis became an ardent supporter of St.
Augustine history, taking on major roles preparatory to the 400th
celebration of the colonial city's founding. While chairing private/
public boards and commissions, he hosted national and international dignitaries at the grand old hotel and successfully initiated acquisitions and donations which converted commercial St.
George Street storefronts into Spanish colonial reconstructions,
some ultimately held by the State of Florida.
Eighty years after completion, the Ponce was tired and worn.
"The 400th anniversary programs proved to be the last major
functions ... as a hotel .... [T]he seventy-ninth and final season
opened on October 28, 1966" (94). Considerations of conversion
to a four-year women's institution named Flagler College resulted
in a contractual partnership of some years. Ultimately, Lawrence
Lewis "restructured the new college as a coeducational institution
... retired the mortgage" (136) and successfully recruited educators Dr. William Proctor and Dr. William Abare as President
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and Director of Admissions, respectively. The year 2016 marks a
remarkable 45-year record of accomplishment and leadership of
Proctor, now Chancellor, and Abare, now President.
Just as it is impossible to overstate Henry Flagler's impact on
today's Florida, it is impossible to overstate the impact of the Hotel
Ponce de Leon on St. Augustine. Keys provides important detailing
of its history from construction through its preservation as today's
Flagler College, thus making a plethora of facts now more readily
available to both the researcher and the casual reader interested in
pivotal Florida architecture and history.
Janet Snyder Matthews

University of Florida

Beyond Integration: The Black Freedom Struggle in Escambia County,
Florida, 1960-1980. By J. Michael Butler. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2016. Acknowledgements,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xviii, 346. $32.95
paper.)
What happened after the civil rights era when the marches and
protests ended? Were communities able to achieve and maintain
long-lasting change that resulted in a more equitable distribution
of power among racial groups? J. Michael Butler's book, Beyond
Integration: The Black Freedom Struggle in Escambia County, Florida,
1960-1980, is a necessary and impressive extension of the chronology that traditionally limits studies of local civil rights movements
in the mid- to late 20 th century. It documents the fight for racial
inclusion in Escambia County as it unfolded on several fronts over
the course of three decades and involved the integration of public
schools, equal access to public accommodations, protests against
police brutality, and inclusion in political systems. What results is
a story of encouraging gains, bitter losses, and ultimately a return
to a status quo in which whites in Escambia County maintained
their control of decision-making bodies, to the exclusion of African
Americans.
Escambia County schools, as Butler documents, were the site of
one of the most protracted and confrontational integration experiences in the state of Florida. The fight for their desegregation
started in May 1959 with Augustus v. Escambia County Board ofEducation, which sought to end the piecemeal approach to integration.
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AB a result of this case, Escambia County had the distinction of
being the only school district in Florida operating under a federal
order. Remarkably, the Augustus case was not closed officially until
December 1999, forty years after it was originally filed. A part of
the protracted history of the Augustus case occurred in 1969, when
it was reactivated based on objections by black students to the use
of the song "Dixie" as an anthem at school functions, as well as the
use of the "Rebel" as the mascot and the Confederate battle flag
as an emblem. Wrangling over the use of these inflammatory symbols fueled community debates, marches, the reinvigoration of the
Ku Klux Klan in the area, and spawned two major riots at Escambia High School, one of which made the national news. AB Butler
points out, these controversies were just the subtext in the ongoing
battle over who would control the pace and shape of integration of
public schools in the district.
Butler deftly weaves together these stories, along with an
intriguing cast of heroes and villains, in Beyond Integration. Civil
rights leaders and ministers like Rev. W. C. Dobbins and Rev. R.
N. Gooden struggled with Sheriff Roy Untreiner, Sargent Jim
Edson, and state Senator W. D. Childers in their quest for equal
opportunity in Pensacola. It is no surprise, given Butler's work on
his biography ( Victory After the Fall: The Memories of a Civil Rights
Activist [2005], which he co-authored), that Hawthorne Konrad
(H. K.) Matthews becomes a major actor in this account. Butler
makes good use of the recordings of rallies and meetings kept by
Matthews to add a critical layer to the recounting of the Pensacola
movement as it evolved, particularly the tack and tenor of the many
movement leaders. Matthews emerges as a firebrand, a self-styled
Martin Luther King-like figure, but more demagogic. So radical
was Matthews that he left the more conservative National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in order to
build a local branch of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) as the umbrella for qis activities. Nevertheless, both
Matthews and his counterpart in the local chapter of NAACP, B.
J. Brooks, faced retribution from the white power structure in the
form of legal prosecution that cost both men their livelihoods and
freedom, as least temporarily.
Perhaps what is most unique about Beyond Integration is Butler's
choice of framework. The author references Michelle Alexander's
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblind Racism
(2012) and her assertion that systems of power in America have not
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changed but simply morphed in order to maintain white supremacy while giving the appearance of racial inclusion. While Alexander
is concerned with the rise of mass incarceration after the onset of
the War on Drugs during the Nixon and Reagan administrations,
Butler demonstrates that what happened in Escambia County is
also a part of a pattern in which whites maintained political power
and limit the amount of influence African Americans exercised in
local government. For example, the move from single-member to
at-large voting districts, along with gerrymandering, greatly undermined black voting power in localities throughout the state, as well
as in Escambia County. These measures, coupled with the high
bonds required for seeking public office, effectively limited both
black office holding and black political influence. Racism, then,
became institutionalized and encoded in a different form after the
end of this series of civil rights struggles in Escambia County.
Butler's Beyond Integration has a place next to Abel Bartley's
Keeping the Faith: Race, Politics, and Social Development in Jacksonville,
Florida, 1940-1970 (2000), and Glenda Rabby's The Pain and the
Promise: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Tallahassee, Florida ( 1999) ,
but sets a new bar for analysis of community activism that did not
end when the marching stopped. Butler's vivid recounting of these
decades, his careful use of a myriad of sources and voices, make for
an account of Pensacola's civil rights struggle that is both enlightening and engrossing.
Tameka Bradley Hobbs

Florida Memorial University

Backroads of Paradise: A Journey to Rediscover Old R orida. By
Cathy Salustri. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2016.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliographic essay,
index. Pp. xii, 239. $24.95 cloth.)
Cathy Salustri takes up the idea of re-visiting the tours first
described in a revered guidebook written when premodern Florida still beckoned mysteriously. Good! Who wouldn't want to climb
back up that diving board before Florida belly-flopped into splashy
over-development? Salustri right away combines good story telling
with keen observations about Florida. Faced with a dicey encounter in the woods, she writes in the first chapter of Backroads of Paradise: A Journey to Rediscover Old Florida, "I mean no disrespect to
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good ol' boys because I firmly believe that should the zombie apocalypse arrive, these are the men who will save us all, but I did not
want to meet them in a candy-apple-red import, armed only with
a dachshund, flaxseed crackers, and spotty cell phone reception"
(13) . Of Florida, she observes, "there's something for everyone to
exploit. We're equal opportunity that way." And again, "what draws
people here over and over again [is] the promise of Eden in slivers
and slices around the state, each one situated so that the traveler
feels they've discovered something new and unique, waiting only
for them" (17). Yet she barely enters into her first tour between
Tallahassee and Pensacola before we suspect - correctly, as it turns
out - that UPF has published the thinly edited, mostly fun travels of Salustri, her boyfriend and dog (including scary bits) while
the rigor called for by her own purpose has been left behind as so
much road kill.
Salustri's standard, The vVPA Guide to Florida (1939), allocates
almost half of its 600 dense pages to how the state was known seventy-eight years ago. Georgia still reached all the way to Miami,
which wasn't yet the Capital of Latin America. The Guide's essays
on everything from agriculture to transportation include one on
Florida's twele principal cities that alone covers 116 pages. The rest
divides into twenty-two tours along once popular driving routes,
including their towns and detours, worth a visitor's attention to the
lQLh of a mile .
In her 235-page Backroads of Paradise, Salustri serves up her versions of twenty-one tours with their presentations compromised by
inaccuracies, strange assertions and digressions held together by
gushers of over-the-top phrasings. Apart from dashboard observations, she ignores the cities along her way. Springs "gurgle" "prattle" and "traipse," and Manatee Springs, which Salustri describes as
"shattered by sunlight into a deluge of blue and green" is described
by photojournalist John Moran as "once a pool of stunning blue
wonder before nearby agricultural operations depleted its flow
and poisoned its waters, now an underwater wasteland" (157). "A
good long while" west from Ochlockonee Bay, Salustri tells us, "we
pass over the Aucilla River" ( 12), which in fact lies thrity-five miles
east from her day's start. Elsewhere she has "cruise ship passengers
unknowingly motor[ing] past Cedar Key." Pontoon boat passengers maybe? She loves the oysters at "Outzs Too" in Newport except
the correct spelling is Ouzts. Edison was "defeated by bamboo but
enervated [sic] by his light bulb invention." She "suspect[s]" that
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Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings' tales of frontier life in Cross Creek "are
not wholly true" (193), but doesn't back up her suspicion. The
modest surfing waves of Cocoa Beach become "majestic." 'Jarring
poverty" describes North Beach except that it doesn't.
She detours almost 10 miles from her US 17 route through
Putnam County to cite the "criptid" [sic] "Bardin booger" as
her crutch for an anecdote about a Fort Myers legislator's failed
attempt to protect mythical skunk-apes. The Pioneer Settlement
on CR 3 in Barberville, only yards from Highway 17 goes unmentioned, the same as Cassadaga only four miles off. In Tour 5, she
devotes almost two more pages to skunk apes (here "cryptids").
Elsewhere she devotes more than two pages to the Flora-Barna Bar.
She describes US 41 across the Everglades as "the spirit and soul of
Old Florida" (65) that might better describe the almost twenty mile
SR 94 Loop Road south off 41 and which may be the back-most
of paved Florida roads through a seasonally flooding wilderness
less than thirty miles west of downtown Miami. Salustri truncates
the eastern section of the Guide's Tour 7 that reaches from Jacksonville to Pensacola, where ironically the Guide captures the richness of anecdotal Florida in its "Negro" tales of Diddy-Wah-Diddy,
Beluthahatchie, Heaven and West Hell. The continuing road trip
among straggling houses, ox-drawn carts and worker lunch buckets
absorbs us by our new awareness of the roadside curtain pulled
back.
Salustri can get out of her own way to tell us that while "most
everyone else in Florida clucks their tongue and shakes their head
when you talk about sugar and the Everglades [that] without Big
Sugar, the best chance a [Clewiston] kid has for a future involves
the NFL" (130).
Yet we're altogether surrounded by, "The road rolls on, a series
of swollen helices ... " and "a stately democracy of slash pines for
tapping .. ." Horses are "four-footed treasures." She categorizes
Mickey Mouse impersonators as "short, fabulous, gay men" (66)
and wonders, "As we approach the madness of the mouse when the
supernova will collapse upon itself, leaving only a nebulous cacophony of platted houses and Targets" (80).
Salustri 's final tour - the twenty-two page inclusion of coastal
SR AlA in a book about backroads - finally defeats her ostensive
purpose of revisiting the Guide. The first tour described by the
Guide covers U.S. Highway 1, in 1939 newly paralleled by AlA. In
many sections, AlA has become more developed and "main" since
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I-95 siphoned traffic off now back-ish Route 1. We miss a Guidelike opening chapter that explains how transportation policy and
tourism have driven Florida's grow-at-all-costs development about
which Salustri frequently complains.
Ultimately Salustri misses that today's backroads of paradise
are becoming less about cars and roads, and more about the longdistance bicycling trails built on abandoned railbeds that early on
began channeling Florida roads. They're also about paddling trails
summed up by the 1,515-mile Circumferential Florida Saltwater
Paddling Trail that lets kayakers enter the downtowns of great cities the way Florida's earliest visitors once did, by water. That's best
left for someone else to write.
Herbert Lewis Hiller
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